3)  CHALLA        (BOGON)

[information is awaited from a group of Challa living in Nkwanta; much of this chapter is based on unpublished accounts written by Howard Brant in 1985 and Nana Kenneme Cheddere II, Djodjane of Challa, in 2007]

people
Bogon (sing and plural)

   by others
Challa

language
Challa, Bogonbu

home area
Challa, Bogoŋ Tiibi        about 40 sq km

main town
Odomi

chief
Nana Kenneme Addo Cheddere II

name of God
Nasor (HB) or Issor (KC)

principal local god
Jogon, located at Odome

main occupation
farming

location
Odomi, six km north of Nkwanta, is the only majority Challa village. Other Challa communities, including Ago (or Agou), Keri, Kabiti, are scattered among the Akyode, in Nkwanta district, Volta Region.

CHALLA POPULATION

Table 1
CHALLA COMPARED BY YEAR

	
	1960 Census
	PLR 1984 estimate
	2000 Census
	Ethnologue ’03 estimate
	Josh P 2006 estimate

	GHANA
	not listed
	1,500
	not listed
	
	3,070

	TOGO
	
	
	
	not listed
	


LANGUAGE


Challa is a Gur language of the Grusi (East Ghana – Tɛm) sub-group, most closely related to Ntrubo.

ORIGINS AND HISTORY


Traditions of origin:


Tradition 1)   recorded by Brant  - The Challa originate from the River Benue in Nigeria. This river was formerly called Chadda, which foreigners pronounced “Challa”. Brant continues, “They migrated through Nigeria to Nikki in Northern Benin and then through Togo into Ghana where they settled in a town named Ambrusa which no longer exists.  This is where they were during the time of the Ashanti wars.  They were defeated by the captain of the Ashanti, Osei-Yaw, and were scattered.  A part of their people fled back into Togo and founded the towns of Atakpame and Kpalada.  Others founded villages as far as Dume in Benin.”


Until the late 1950s and early 1960s the Challa were interspersed with the Akyode; they spoke Gikyode and were forgetting their own language.  Then, “. . .  there was a major dispute in which there was bloodshed.  The Challa disengaged from the Akyode and were forced to form their own villages . . .  With the dispute came a revival of the Challa language and culture.  They built the small town of Odomi and their chieftaincy was revived.”


Though few in number, the Challa claim a large territory north of Nkwanta as their traditional lands.  They have just one village, Ago or Agou, in that area. They feel their rights to these lands are threatened by Konkomba migration, since the Konkomba are far more numerous. [is Ago/Agou related to Agofie, about 15 km WNW of Nkwanta, on a Volta Lake inlet?]


The Djodjane or paramount chief has his seat in Nkwanta, which is a cosmopolitan town in which the Chala are a small minority.


Tradition 2)  reported by Nana Cheddere II (hand written account, 2007) – “The Challa lived in a land called Adjuati, named after the Challa warrior who founded it centuries before the coming of the white man. The Challa claim that the Akyode came later and settled on the same land with them. The original Adjuati land is now divided between the two traditional areas.”


Tradition 3)  reported by an Akyode teacher, Emmanuel Adjei  – The Challa (Kyɛ-ila, because they carried their belongings on their shoulders) migrated as refugees from Togo, through Kyilinga, to seek refuge with the great god Brukun. They were led by Gadi, and settled at Asun-abuase in the Akyode area, because it was peaceful.  They called themselves Begon. 


Later, because there were many wild animals, they moved to Odomi, led by Okuapa. Agou was founded by a Mossi hunter and some Challa joined him. (EA)

AUTHORITY


“Every Challa village has a chief selected by the kingmakers in consultation with other elders. The kingmakers comprise heads of clans, the mankrado, and the queen mother.”  (KC)

FARMING


The Challa farm collectively, and Brant says they are anxious to use mechanized farming if they can afford it.  "The Divisional Chief had his own tractor and obviously used it not only for his own lands, but sent it out for hire for other farmers."  (HB)  [nowadays do the Challa farm collectively, or individually?]

RELIGION

	estimated %
	Traditional
	Muslim
	Christian 

	1986
	99
	?
	?

	2006
	?
	?
	?


[please provide estimated %ages for 2010]

Traditional religion


Nasor or Issor: “The Challa acknowledge Nasor as the Supreme God. That name means ‘something high that is beyond reach’.  It is the name for the Creator who made everything, including all the fetishes.”  (HB)  Nana Cheddere spells the name Issor. 


Brant says, 

The main local god is called Jogo. Jogo is male: “He gives health, protection, fertility -- anything spiritual or material.  Only when he grants a wish or provides something will one provide a sacrifice to Jogo; people explain, ‘You only pay what you borrow’." Nana Cheddere says Jogo is female, and is ceremonies in connection with her are held on the day Sodi.  [question: male or female?]
Jogo does not like education.  Once someone has been initiated into the cult, he will never be allowed to go to school.  School, white men, and the Christian religion are all lumped together into a paradigm which is perceived to be contrary to the ways of the god.  So even if children do go to the Catholic or EP schools in the area, when they get out of school, ‘they leave everything’.   

Every two or three years the Challa of Nkwanta District come together with their fellows from Togo and perform certain ancient rites.   [please describe a recent occasion]
Islam and Christianity  (KC)


There is a mosque at Odomi but none in Keri or Agou. However Muslims are increasing in the area.


Almost all who have attended school convert to Christianity and belong to one of the various churches.  
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H Brant The Challa, 1985 (unpublished account)  (HB)

Nana Kenneme Addo Cheddere II, Djodjane of Challa, 2007 (handwritten account)  (KC)
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